
COMPLETED MISSION REPORT: Friday 9 MAY 2020 

Mission: Attended Cremation A1C Keigan Baker, 24,  

US Air Force, Longview, WA. This is phase II of this three phase Mission:  

12 Patriots gathered at Steele Chapel at the request of the family to act as Honor Guard 

and pall bearers during the cremation process for their Hero, A1C Keigan Baker US Air 

Force. We staged at Longview Walmart; we held a briefing that included a prayer and 

Pledge of Allegiance. The Road Captain relayed a Mission briefing as well as a ride/safety 

briefing which covered the route we would take. At the completion of the briefing, all 

Patriots mounted their perspective iron horses and cages and we departed for the Mission 

location, Steele Chapel, with our flashers on and our flag flying. On 25 MAR 2020 we 

provided a motor escort (Honor Guard) for Keigan Baker as requested by his family. We 

staged at PDX and escorted his family and Command leadership to Steele Chapel where 

we assisted his unit comrades as they transferred him from the coach to the chapel 

proper. We donated a coin and presented it to his Mother at that time. As we conversed 

with the family, on site and before the task at hand was to begin, Keigan’s mother relayed 

a story to us, I obtained her permission to share, and I will, as it speaks directly to the 

power we and our humble actions have on the families of those we serve; shortly after we 

escorted Keigan home to Longview, his Mother was in a very serious auto accident. When 

she gained consciousness in the ambulance in-route to the hospital, the paramedic asked 

her about the object she was still clutching so tightly, she opened her hand and it was the 

challenge coin we had presented her to Honor and remember her son. She held the coin 

the entire time she was in the hospital, with the exception of during the CAT scan as no 

medal can go in, but the scan technicians made sure it was given back as she was being 

removed from the scan tube. Her words were so powerful and emotional as she told us 

that holding that coin made her “know” that Keigan was there with her and kept her safe. 

With all the power imparted by so many folks, I have no doubt that her son protected her 

during that time of need. We lined the access road with flags held by Patriots. Just before 

we escorted the family down the lane and into the cremation building, two bald eagles 

were circling the field just beyond us, as they landed we noticed there was a third sitting 

on a fence post that the other two joined as a column of three eagles on fence posts. 

Three others were noted on the opposite side of the road. As we entered the building, our 

Hero was positioned on a lift in front of the retort (cremation chamber) with his green 

casket draped with his Burial Flag. The family took up a position closest to the exterior 

wall beyond our Hero as the room was small. The US Flag and the US Air Force Ensign 

were posted as per US flag code on either side of our Hero. We removed the flag and 

folded it as per protocol. Once folded, the flag was given to our Hero’s Mother. We then 

took up positions on either side of the casket and we transferred him from the lift into the 

retort; Patriots All were at the position of present arms. When the retort door was closed, 

our Hero’s Father came forward and pushed the start lever to start the cremation process. 

We then exited the building to allow the family to have some time to reflect. A very short 

time later the family came out of the building and expressed their gratitude for our 



presence. We then formed up in a column of twos and journeyed back to the support 

vehicle.  

We stowed our flags and debriefed. Our debrief was emotional for all present. Special 

Thanks to Q Madp, for memorializing this solemn day for Keigan’s family. Respect, my 

friend.  

We gathered as Patriots all, we stood guard for the Hero and his family as the PATRIOT 

GUARD; united not in name, but in our love of our Veterans, Action and Honor. May we 

never forget our purpose in this endeavor of Honor, Respect and love of our Fallen 

Heroes and their families. The love and camaraderie of all Patriots gathered this day was 

beautiful to see. We left as PATRIOTS ALL until we are called upon to stand again. This 

mission was conducted to the highest standards of the American Legion PATRIOT 

GUARD / FINAL SALUTE Mission. It was a mission completed to the highest standards of 

our stated mission; HONORING OUR NATIONS HEROES. May GOD bless our service 

members and our Patriot Family, PATRIOTS ALL that we may continue to STAND FOR 

THOSE WHO HAVE AND CONTINUE TO STAND FOR OUR SAFETY AND FREEDOM.  

No accidents, injuries or other incidents took place during this mission.  

Honor/Respect SEMPER FI  

Daniel “Double D” Halverson Road Captain  

FINAL SALUTE /PATRIOT GUARD WA. State Captain  

TAL PATRIOT GUARD WA.  

USMC 


